Report of the selectmen, treasurer, superintending school committee, and  State Aid  committee, of the town of Andover, for the year ending February 20, 1866. by Andover Town Representatives
















REPORT OF JOHN F- EMERY,
Treasurer from Feb. 20th, 1865, to March 14th, 1S65.
CASH RECEIVED.
1865. Cash in Treasiuy Feb. 20, 1865,
Feb. 28. Received of John Fellows, tax,







B. W. Sanborn & Co., stationery, 1 65
H. S. Clay, board bill while taking H
Invoice and makino; taxes, 27 00
A. Davis, cash paid Deputy Secre-
tary, 1 65
Uriel llollins, N. R. H. tax on Lull
Place, 3 50
H. S. Clay, services as Selectman
for the year 1865, 76 00
H. S. Clay, car fare, board bills,
stationery, &c., 38 90
Clark Durgin, services after settle-
ment, 1865, 7 25
Claris Durgin, for copies records, af-
fidavits, car fare, horse hire,
board, stamps, postage and sta-
tionery, 31 42
Clark Durgin, services Selectman, 59 25
Nathan Woodbury, jr., services as
Selectman, . 60 00
Nathan Woodbury, jr. , services as
Treasurer, 100 00
$830 84
State and County taxes.
Paid State tax, $2,662 50
" County tax, 732-63
Cash paid Toivn Farm.
1866.
Feb. 20. Paid Alfred Davis, for boarding County
paupers, $339 25
Alfred Davis, services as Warden
and collecting taxes, 350 00
Lawyer's Fees.
Paid Minot & Mugridge, ^ 15 00
EXTRA PAUPER, (COUNTY.)
1865,
March 25. Paid for cloth for James Davis, $3 75
C, W. Cole, cloth, 1 38
April 4. Mary F. Flanders, 11 00
« 13. H. S. Clay, for boarding Maggie
Flanders and child, 24 00
May 5. N. Durgin, tor digging grave for
Komane Smith, 1 25
B. D. Spaulding, tor nursing
Romane Smith, 14 00
Mary 15. Graves, for nursing
liomane Smith, 2 50
H. S. Clay, for goods for Romane
Smith, 2 46
C. Durgin, coffin for Rouianc Smith, 6 00
C. ^y. Cole, 8 38
C. W. Cole, goods for John AYal-
lace, 10 01
June Elizabeth Flanders, 2 50
IG, H. S. Clay, for goods for ^Y. H.
Keniston, 3 05
July 29, Daniel Downs, for board and nur-
sing W. H. Keniston, 131 54






Dec. 1. H. S. Clay, for goods for Mary
Keniston
,
•J. W. Keniston, for goods for
Watson Keniston,
Ruth Gorden, for support of Ruth
Adams,




Jan. 22. Asylum for AVm. Annis, 18152
•Car fare and expenses for Wm.
Annis, 5 95
Feb. 7. R. G. Burleigh, for goods for John
Stevens, 3 81
Nathan Woodbury, for goods for
John Stevens, » 6 03
J. W. Keniston, for goods for




Feb, 7. K. G. Ikirleigli, for goods for John
Steven, IwlO




March 22. Paid J. S. Tucker, to pa_y for medicine, 10 00
23. H. S. Clay, for clothing- and assis-
tance rendered Levenic family to move
to Canada, 39 20
Dr. Knight, for attending Charles
Iluntoon, 5 59
Bailey and Burleigh, for goods furnish-
ed John Tucker, 3 00
J. W. Keniston, for goods for Jere-
miah Bartlett, 14 45
Salisbury, for goods furnished IMarv
E. Bartlett, ' 19 25
Thomas Sleeper, for services for
Isaac Page, 1 50
J. S. Tucker, to pay for medicine, 5 00
H. A. Weymouth, medicine and at-
tendance for John S. Tucker,
and wife, 51 46
L. A. Follensbee, for tlic support of
E. K. Sargent, Jan. 1st, 64 00
Hannah West, for support of J. W.
West, 10 00
C. Huntoon, for support of Charles
Iluntoon and Avife, 69 50
Aaron Cilley, for support of W.
Bartlett during his minority, 25 00
II. A. Weymouth, for attending
Lydia Sanborn, 5 00
House of Reformation, for H. A.
Pearsons, 20 15
C. W. Bartlett, for goods for Wil-
liam Sanborn, 75





H. A. A^'eyl^()uth, for attcndin<^
Wm. Sanborn,
Clark Duroin, for coffin for Wm.
Sanborn,
Watson Dit'kerson, for burial lot in
Cenictry for the poor,
H. A. Weymouth, for attending
John S. Tucker's wife, and
medicine,
H. A. Weymouth, for attending
Dolby boy, and medicine,
H. S. Clay, for services and cash
paid on pauper matters as per bill, 59 45
T. K. Swett, for support of Levine
family from Dec. 20, 1863, to
April 1, 1864,
H. S. Clay, for horse hire and ex-
pense out of town,
H. D. Woodman, for taking deposi-
























Paid DaA'id Haines for breaking road, 2 50
A. A. Durgin for work on bridge
bolts, 4 60
E. C. Keniston for breaking roads in
1864, 6 00
C. J. White, work on highway, 2 00
Sanborn Shaw, breaking roads, 5 00
Samuel Mon'ill for bridge plank, 7 76
George K. Keniston, to getting
bridge bolts cut, 2 25
for bridge bolts, 3 56




J. D. Tucker for covering stone, and
w'ork on hiofhwav, 12 00
John F. Emery for work on Piei'ce
and Brown roads, 10 25
H. S. Clay for labor done, fui'nish-
ing lumber for Seavey bridge, 23 50
10
H. p. Shaw for bridge plank, 66
Sept. 4. Ford & Kimball for bridge irons, 11 85
Warde & Humphrey, bridge irons, 36 53
Dunklee & Co., cutting bolts, 5 40
Oct. 6. D, Downs for building Beach Hill
road, 208 00
7. John Hobbs for work and timber, 47 50
10. J. D. Philbrick, labor on highway,
and drawing bridge timber, 17 75
Scales and Mitchell for stone work,
and grading Seavey bridge.
Green Greeley for covering stone,
and labor on highway,
14. A. B. Durgin for building Seavey bridge
Nov. 3. Wesley J. Cilley, breaking roads
in 1864,
B. Cofran for lumber,
8. E.G. Merrill for lumber
G. A. Tucker, grading bridge,
Burleigh & Bailey for nails,




16. Jedediah Brown for grading Harri-
man Hill,
N. Wallace, "
Thomas Svdlivan, " *'
N. Maxon, '' "
P. Scannell,
•H. S. Clay, use of plow,
N. Woodbury, for work on highway
Seavey Bridge, 6 40
300 00
ii
Feb. 20. E. Farnum for moving timber, 1 75
J. D. Philbrick for bridge plank, 1 36
W. D. Tattle, " " 2 99
J. Huntoon, " " 6 10
O. Gookin, " *' 2 88
C. Leeds, " <' 2 77
John AVadleigh, " «' 6 60
A. B. Dm-gin, '' «« 1 41
Wm. S. Marston, <' " 7 40
Joseph Osgood, 2 92
C. Dm-gin for wliite lead and iron, 9 05
H. D. Cillej, work on road, 4 00
F. Bailey, culvert stone, 3 00
S. P. Brown, breaking roads in 1865, 18 05
Freight on bolts, 1 61
Loon Pond Co., for sawing timber, 15 00
E. P. Yeaton for bridge irons, 3 15
John F. Emery, for drawing plank, 2 50
H. W. Kilburn,woi-k on highway in










Whole amount of money received - by the Selectmen for the*
year ending Feb. 20, 18G6, 26,881 20
Which is accounted for as follows :
current expenses,
^4
John Pervier, 146 03
Merriam Durgin, 108 97
E. G. Chase, 183 09
Wm. Annis, 163 47
John Fellows, 544 74
Joseph Osgood, 544 74
Jacob Weare, 163 42
Wm. A. Bachelder. 272 36
John Fellows, 216 57
Susan Smith, 272 72
John Shaw, 324 09
Josiah W. Emeiy, 214 99
Seward Dow, 811 20
Alonzo B. Thompson, 133 81
John Fellows, 1171 66
William Woodbury. 107 16
A. C. Thompson,"' 106 04
Elizabeth Davis, 148 94
John Shaw, 113 88
























REPORT OF STATE AID COMMITTEE,
My last aud oilicial Report showed in my liauds, f8,297 34
It showed then in my hauds, cuiTcney, 205 81
I have since ivceived as follows :
1805. March G, irom the town, currency, 900 00
June 1, '- " " 103 00
29, " " " 190 00
Sept. 16, " " " 75 00
Nov. 2. " " " 100 00
1866. Jan. 3, " " " 40 00
I
Amount, $1,613 81
Which is accounted for as follows :
1865. Feb. 24, Paid Fare to Concord and back. Si 35
Hotel bill, 50
25, Bailey & Burleigh, for "aid book," 45
28, Stamps on J. S. Shaw's receipts, 02
fare to Concord aud back, 1 3.5
March 1, hotel bill while there, 2 50
4, John Proctor, inst. at 5 per ct. on
note, 10 24
John Proctor, int. at 5 per ct. on
note, 51 77
6, Jona. Emery, int. at 6 per ct. on
note, 35 22
Jona. Emery, iut. at 6 per ct. on
note, 22 10
Jona. Emery, int at 5 per ct. on
note, 18 92
8, Postage on letter to M. A. Scribncr, 03
10, " " " 03
Lydia C. Leavenwo-rth, 8 00
Isaiah Phelps, 8 00
Abigail C. Sanborn, 12 00
Susan A. Wilson, 12 00
Susan S. Russell, 4 00
Abby C. Merrill, 12 00
Sarah F. Webster, 12 00

19
Money paid out for the aid of families and incidental
expensjcst $505 41
To Hiram F. Fveuch, Committee , 1,108 40
Face of note due, 5G9 00
§2, 182 .SI
"We al.?o find his accounts correctly cast and satisfactorily vouch-
ed,
WATSON DICKERSON, ) Auditors of
HENRY M. B08W0RTH. } Accounts.
Andovei", March 3rd, 1866,
On the 11th day of March, 1805, I took the oath of office, as
Aid Committee of the town of Andover, and commenced paying to
the lesal claimants their allowances,
Recieved of John M. Shirley, 600 40
" on note in Shirley's hands, 508 00
Making Avhole amount received by me,
This is accounted for as follows :
Paid Abigail C. Sanborn,
Arvilla Hayues,
James H. Haynes,



























MarclL 16, paid casli for blank books,
for postage stamps,
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ilrcd dollar.-:,—should be truly thankful, '• trooly loyal," now the
night of desolation is ended, the harvest of death passed, and wc
arc saved—saved from the clutclu'S of a law conceived in sin and
brought forth in inicjuity—a law that Aveighed gold against the con-
script's blood, and made men more vermin, worthy to be trapped and
gibbeted as fast as catchpoll claws could seize their slippery prey. Wc
no longer fear to approach that grand cUicatcric period of our exis-
tence—from eighteen to forty-five, so prolific of disease, yet so tena-
cious of life, the age in Avhich so many having eyes could not see,
cars that could not hear when called upon to expose their lesions,
and hear the sentence " come ye cussed, or depart ye blessed."
—
Let us all rejoice that the " white-Avinged messenger" has returned,
though dressed in mottled plumes, to this distracted land. The ex-
cise must now be pampered and fattened upon the rich results of
four years of riot, and everything made to bleed gold to pay the
cost. We can sutler all this, and sing with the spirit and under-
standing,
" The year of Jubilee has come ;
Return ye transient sinners home."
REPOP.T TO STATE TREASURER.
The law makes it the duty of tlie " Aid Committee" to make a
full and particular report to the Treasurer, showing the amount due
the town. On the fir.st day of May, 1865, 1 sent to the State Treas-
urer my report, certified and sworn to, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the act, approved July 16th, 1864. I remained in bliss-
ful ignorance of what disposition had been made of this report, un-
til the 21st of June, when I found it in the hands of the Selectmen,
and Avas informed, 1st, That the Selectmen had, been notified three
Avceks before, that there Avere some tilings in the return Avhich need-
ed explanation. 2nd, The report would not be accepted by the
Governor and Council unless signed and SAVorn to by the Selectmen,
3d, That I Avas not the "Aid Committee" of the town. All these
things had been kept a profound secret from me, until the afternoon
of the day previous to the last day of hearing before the Governor
and Council. I told the Selectmen, in reply to these statenients, that
I was not Avise above Avhat vA-as Avritteu ; that I should erase not a
line or letter, but leave it alone in its glory.
The Selectmen solemnly swore that all Avas right, and carried it
back to Concord. The facts are as follows : The amount returned
by me to the State Treasurer, Avas 2,083 13. The objections at
headquarters Avcre, (1.) that I had paid Lydia A. Sanborn State
Aid Avithout authority of law. (2,) that I had paid money to Ro-
linda E. Tucker, Avhosc husband Avas a non-commissioned officer.
In the first case, Avhen I commenced paying out the aid money, I
found Lydia A. Sanborn's name on the pay roll, and Avas informed
by Mr. Shirley that she Avas legally entitled to. relief from this toAvn,
and that he had paid her up to the time I took the office. The State
authorities refused to refund the money, alleging that Samuel J.
22
Sanborn was a deserter, a fugitive from the army, llolinda E.
Tucker testified that Gilbert A. Tucker Avas commissioned the loth
of March, 18G5. It is claimed he was commissioned in November,
1864, consequently Bolinda E. Tucker was not entitled to relief af-
ter Nov. 1SG4 ; whereas, she was paid up to the 15th of March,
1865. As to the charge that I was not committee, I concluded, like
" Giles," that if I vms committee I had " lost a horse ;" if not, I
had found an official " cart,"
COLLECTING BILLS.
The amount of money refunded to th.e town by the State, I know
nothing about ; it was to be paid in December. The Selectmen
meddled with what was none of their business, and collected the
inoney. I tried to ascertain the amount by enquiring of the town
treasurer. lie knew nothing about it. I asked the chairman of the
board ; he had received a certificate of the amount, but did not
knoio how much it was. Enquiring of the collector, I learned that
he had a receipt fi'om the State Treasures ; he did not know for how
much. I did ascei'tain that it was impossible to tell v/hetber the
" Snake that made the track,
Was going south or coming back."
The fact is, the business of the town has been too insignificant for
the vast amount of executive ability that has been developed in the
discharge of " our" official duties; consequently " we" have been
too much crowded for " our" convenience.
PElfSONAL.
I commenced the discharge of my duties as comuiittec, with a
good deal of misgiving. I had every reason to believe that it Avas
a perplexing business ; that I should receive a profusion of kicks,
and no thanks. I accepted the office for the pay, not for its honor
;
the former Avas needed, the latter Avas of no use to me. Mr. Shir-
ley has kindly and generously assisted me Avith valuable counsel
and advice, for Avhich he charged $000 00. I paid this bill out of
my OAvn.pocket, not Avishiug to increase the expenses of the tOAvn
Avith laAvyer's fees. T\\cnty thousand dollars appropriated for AA'ar
purposes have passed through my hands ; the idea of "•skechiddling"
did not occur to me until too late, and tluis I lost a grand opportu-
nity of making myself rich, honored and respected. I have been
governed bytlie plain provisions of the laAv in my official conduct,
not by the capricious AA'hims of officious meddlers. There are a fcAv
Avho have not called for their pay. I have paid those Avho have shown
they Avere legally entitled to aid, and denied all a})plications the laAv
did not recognize.
H. F. FRENCH, Committee.
February 20, 1866.
AUDITOU'S KErOKT.
Having examined the accounts of Hiram F. French, Agent from
23
iSIarfli, 1(^, 1865, to March 3, 18GG, iiufl ca.sh received IVoin JoliQ
M. Sliirley, 1,10840
C'A8Il I'AID OVT.
raid to disabled soldiers and lar.iilics of soldiers, 815 41
lacidental expenses, 20 40
llii-aui F. French, 130 00
Leaving a luilanrc due the town of $142 59
WATSON DICKEliSON, ) . ...
HENRY M. EOSWORTH, j
^^'^'t^'*-




The number of scholars in April, as reported by the Selectmen,
was 380 ; a decrease of GG from the number last year. This year
shows an average attendance of 241 in the summer, and 211 in the
winter.
With one or two exceptions our schools the past year, have been
conducted by skillful and successful teachers ; a marked proficiency
in the ditierent branches has been the result ; they are yet far from
perfect ; there is ample room for improvement in many es.seutials,
which have an important bearing upon the interests of the schools.
The object of our schools is to train children in the elements o
knowledge ; to fit them for the practical duties of life ; consequently
their education should be of that thorough, practical nature, which
will be serviceable and applicable in time of need. Superficialhess is
one of the most pernicious evils existing in our schools ; an over-
weening ambition to get the praise of being advanced scholars, by a
headlong scramble through their text books ; tlie natural consequence
of such unwarrantable expenditure of time and money is a large
number of smatterers, and very few proficients
;
practicability of the
j^holar's knowledge should be the standard of excellence. All ed-
ucators, from the first predagogue to the present time, have unani-
mously asserted that, 'Tf there is any place upon the surface of the
earth Avhere order is the first, and the last, and the highest laiu, that
place is the school room ;" without this indispensable presequisitc
all the efforts of a teacher for the advancement of his scholars will
prove abortive and profitless. "Order niust be maintained, peacea-
bly if you can, forcibly if you must." A teacher should preserve or-
der, no matter who opposes ; it is an imperative necessity to the suc-
cess and prosperity of the school ; if mild measm-es fail to maintain
24
the autliority of tlie teacher, he must resort to arguments that are
not only lieard in the ear, but felt in the palm. Skillful teachers
are not often compelled to inflict corporal punishment ; it is a sign of
weakness and incompetency on the teachers part to rely mainly upon
the rod to secure order and obedience. "If a teacher finds frequent
punishment uecessarj', he should look into his own character and
methods of teaching and governing for the cause, then apply the
remedy." Teachers must be entrusted with the authority ; if they
abuse the trust, the Committee should dismiss them as tactless and
unprofitable servants. As there are some who seem to be in the
fog in relation to the powers and prerogatives of the Superintending
School Committee, I will refer all such for information upon this
point to the following provisions of the law :
"Superintending committees shall dismiss any teacher, although
having the requisite certificate, who is found incapable or unfit to
teach, or whose services are deemed unprofitable to any school, or
who shall refuse or neglect te conform to the regulations by them
made, or for other just cause, either with or without a petition, as
px'ovided in section 3, chapter 77, of the Compiled Statutes ; and in
such case they shall give immediate notice to the Prudential Com-
mittee of such dismissal."—Chap. 2088, Approved, 1858.
The greatei' pai*t of the evils found in our schools, are the result
of negligence and indifference on the part of parents ; in most in-
stances, the ill success of the teacher is traceable dii-ectly to parents.
The school-room is made a common receptacle into which they pour
all their neighborhood quaiTcls, personal animosities, private pique,
political and religious prejudices, and the teacher is applauded, or
condemned, in proportion to the quarrels assumed, and battles
fought, for the malcontents of the district. It is bad policy to club
yom* children, to demolish your enemies—a school is an impro per
place for militant politician? and religionists to indulge their pugi-
listic proclivities, or sparring parents to settle their disputes, unless
you woidd have your children malaperts, and the school-room a
cock-pit. Last, but by no means least, that "evil spirit," whose
name is legion, in wandering up and down the earth, seeking rest,
and finding none—our schools have not escaped his argus eyes, pre-
senting all hues, assuming a multiplicity of shapes aiul names, ar-
istocrocy, snobbery, shoddy, toody, are the most familiar names of
this omnipotent devil ; unless you exorcise this demon who is now\
exerting a deleterious influence in our schools, they Avill sufter an
irreparable injur3\
I have not much to record in the way of changes, in the condi-
tion of school houses ; no new buildings have 'been erected during
the year. A few slight modifications in the ex<er«fl/s of the house
in the "Back Road" district, have been efi'ected ; within there is no
change or shadow of turning.
Yonr Committee last year srid : "I ha^e worn out all language,
human, satanic, and divine," to induce those of you who are delin-
'2j
qnciits, to repair your school houses. It" those dihipidated houses,
of which lie took such exact range, have withstood the terrible
shower of shot aud shell poured into thcin, no language ofmine will
effect anything in this respect.
The schools have been well snp[)lied with text books, most of
them of a luiiform kind; in some instances I have found scholars
using books ill adapted to their wants aud capacity. Parents may
correct this evil by submitting to the judgment of the teacher. Most
of the Prudential Committees iiave been faithi'ul aud efficient, in the
discharge of their official duties. ]\[y thanks arc due them, for
their courtesy, co-operation aud promptness in giving notice of the
commencement and close of the schools. I would return my thanks
to the citizens of the town for the courteous treatment I have re-
ceived in the discharge of my duties as committee, and respectfully
submit this reoort to your consideration.
II. F. FRENCH,
S. S. Committee of Audover.
Andover. Feb. 20. 18GG.
SPECIAL REPORT.
NO. 2. CILLEYVILLE.
First term. Teacher interested, and earnest in her work, though
laboring under disadvantages for the want of experience and praoii-
cal knowledge of teaching ; to appearance, licr labors Avere in a good
degree appreciated. Register properly filled. Teacher reports
:
"It has been the aim of most of the scholars to have perfect lessons.
I have had a very pleasant school. Most of the scholars progressed
rapidly." 74 tardinesses, 13 dismissals.
iSecond term. Teacher well qualified for tlie jdace ; a good
scholar, efiicient as an instructress,thorough in discipline, aud prompt
in the discharge of her duties. I was unable to visit the school at
the close. Teacher reports : "Some have done excellently, while
all have done well ; some of the scholars have been quite punctual,
but the greater part have been irregular in attendance, and often
dilatory." Register all right. 278 tai'dincsses, 30 dismissals.
Nos. 1 and 2 united under the provisions of the "act to enable
2G
contiguous scliool (li.^iricts to uuite and form a single district, '' ap-
proved July 16th, 1864.
NO. 3. WEST ANDOVER.
First term. This school possessed excellences that but few equal,
none excel ; in stillness, order, respect, and scholarly deportment,
there was no need of improvement. Whispering and laziness found
no abiding place in the school-room ; perfect recitations, thorough
drill, a hearty co-operation of the scholars and teacher to promote
the interest of all, Avere the characteristics of this school. Pi-ogress,
excellent. Heport correct. 38 tardinesses, 10 dismissals.
Second terra. Teacher young and inexperienced in teaching.
—
He maintained the excellent order of the previous term. The class-
es were well an-anged ; the promptness and accuracy of the recita-
tions were very commendable. Progress, good. IJegister correct.
26 tardinesses, 22 dismissals.
NO. -1. MOOSEUM.
Same teacher both terms. Irregularity in the attendance of the
scholars, want of sympathy and interest on the part of parents, the
consequent inditlerence of botii, are the chief impediments to the
progress of this school. Teacher evidently willing and desirous of
doing all in her power to advance the scholars under her charge.
No teacher can succeed against such opposing iufiueuces. The
school was very quiet on my visits, and I presume made all the pro-
ficiency that could reasonably be expected. Teacher reports : "The
progress of the sun^mer school very good. The -winter term has
not made much advancement, owing to the irregularity of attend-
ance. The few Avho Avere regular improved very ~ much. Irregu-
larity is tlie prevailing fault which should be corrected, but Avould
be very difficult to accomplish, as the fault is with the j3a?'en^s more
than Avith the children." liegister perfect. First, term, 32 tardi-
ness, 11 dismissals. Second term, 64 tardinesses, 25 dismissals.
NO. 5. BEECH HILL.
Same teacher both terms. Teacher in this, her first school, has
shown perfect tact in her efforts for the advancement of her schol-
ars
;
governing Avithout any attempt at display, conscious of her
ability to manage the business of the school-room. The scholars
made praiseworthy proficiency ; order good ; register perfect. Teach-
er says : "Tlie scholars are not advanced in their studies, but are
generally respectful and Avell disposed ; some of the large boys have
been irregular in attendance, consequently they have not made the
progress tl)ey might ', the smaller scliolars have been diligent, and
made good improvement." First term, 67 tardinesses, li) dismissals.
Second term, 45 tardinesses, 40 dismissals.
NO. 6. TURNPIKE.
First term. The agent Avas very foriunate in securing tlie servi-
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CCS of n toadicr peculiarly adapted to supply the Avunts of tliis
school. Makiug uo pretence to great attainments or profound
knowledge, this teacher possessed the faculty of governing wayward
chlUlrou without apparent effort; by gentleness she secured the good
will of her pui)ils ; niaint;uining excellent order, and tliorough in lier
instruction. Teacher represents, "••most of the scholars have mani-
fested a deep interest in their studies, aiming to have perfect recita-
tions." Kegister all right, ol tardinesses, 6 dismissals.
Second term. Order and progress good ; recitations excellent
;
everything pertaining to tlie school all that could be desired. 3i)
tardinesses, 12 dismissals.
NO. 7. TAUNTON HILL.
First term. Teacher a thorough scholar, and experienced in
teaching. Tliis school was reported for years "as the uoi&iest in
town." Last year it made an advance from chronic restlessness, to
order. I Avas favorably impressed by the manifest determination of
the scholars to preserve their hard earned reputation. The scholars
made fine progress ; Register perfect^ 39 tardinesses, G dismissals.
Second term. Teacher said "she had taught nine terms, one
'Higli school."' I anticipated for tliis term a school which would
eclipse all others in refinement and good conduct. On my first vis-
it 1 found a pandemonium, the well disposed, orderly scholars of the
previous term demoralized, and evincing a determiuatiou to have
their own way, "v.-ith perfect impunity and great boldness." Mod-
estly suggesting the propriety of making an attempt to restrain tliem
in the uin\arrantable liberties they were taking with the privileges
of the school-room, she replied, "Committees have told me so be-
fore, but parents send their children to school to learn, not to keep
still." I comprehended at once the full force of the argument
others, with keener perceptions might have considered it '•'•redudlo
ad ahsurdum." I retreated in good order, preferring an inglorious
defeat, rather than prolong the vmequal contest. She "fought it out
on this line" through the term ; as there was no formal complaint, I
did not think proper to interfere. The result of such notions, in re-
lation to school government, may be imagined but not described.
—
Teacher reports : "Counteracting influences are very derogatory to
the well doing of any school. To have complete success,^'parents
should aim to act in union with the teacher." 201 tardinesses, 18
dismissals. Register imperfect.
NO. 8. BOSTON HILL.
Same teacher both terms. School small, quiet, orderly ; some of
the scholars well advanced ; capital recitations in Grammar and
Arithmetic. Teacher young, diflideut, but determined, and un-
wearied in effort. She possesses the characteristics of a good teach-
er ; experience will complete her accomplishments for the duties of
an instructress. She evinced rare tact in governing without appar-
ent effort ; scholars studious and anxious to improve ; a pleasant.
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profitable school. Register correct. First term, 16o tardinesses,
26 dismissals. Second term, 223 tardinesses.
NO. 9. FLAGHOLE.
Something besides flags and croaking frogs may be found in this
sparsely populated district ; with a diminutive school house, few
scholars, and small amount of school money, they have a pattern
school. The secret of their success, is owing to the pai'ents having
a just appreciation of the importance of their little school, work
in concert with the teaclier to promote the interest of all. The re-
sult is a good school, advanced scholars, and tlie full benefit of their
money. Teaclier a thorough scholar ; methodical in system, pos-
sessing the rare facult3^ of imparting instruction, and a persistent
worker for the interests of those under her charge. Perfect recita-
tions in Aritnmetic, Geography and Grammar. The scholars de-
served medals, I cordially endorse the teacher's report. "The
scholars have evinced such perseverance as I never before Avitness-
ed. Tiiey did not wish to rely wholly upon the teacher's aid for
every small obstacle that appeared in their path, but Avere willing
and anxious to surmount them tliemselves. Scholars were punctu-
al, manifesting no signs of disobedience. I think the school has
heretoibre had good teachers." llegister perfect. 13 tardinesses, 3
dismissals.
NO. 10. PORTSMOUTH.
First term. Excellent order prevailed in this school on my first
visit ; there appeared to be a harmonious co-operation of scholars
and teacher. The school appeai-ed Avell and the examination ex-
ercises indicated a thorough acquaintance with the branches taught.
Most of tlie scholars deserve praise for their close application to
their studies, and their scholarly deportment. Register correct.
—
19 tardinesses, 18 dismissals.
Second term. The agent was fortunate in securing for this term
the services of one of the ''trained regulars." Upon acquaintance I
found her Avell qualified by knowledge and experience to guide the
school to a successful termination. It was emphatically a working
school ; the promptness of the scholars in their recitations at tlie close
of the term were particularly praiseworthy. Teacher and school all
right. Register imperfect.
NO. 11. TUCKER MOUNTAIN.
"Pigmies, though perched on Alps, are pigmies still."
But this pigmeau school, perched upon tlie mountain, is a little
giant. Teaclier a paragon of perfection in infantile pedagogies ; she
drills her little school with military precision ; slowl}-, steadily, she
leads the A, b, ce-darian along the dark patli of elemeutaiy knowl-
edge, and trains him to think and act for himself. Good recitations
in Grammar, Geography, and uiq)aralleled in Colburn's ; as a wliole,
29
"Multum t7iparvo." Register a mo<lel. lo tai'dinesises, no dis-
missals. Q
NO. 12. BACK ROAD.
First term. First visit found the school economically classed,
preliminaries settled, and all well at work. Teacher, in her first
school, has shown tliat she has the capacity to comprehend, and en-
ergy to execute the work to be done in the school-room ; with tlic
exception of a little " causeless rebellion," the school passed quietly
to its close ; a commendable proficiency ; order good ; register cor-
rect. IG tardinesses, 34 dismissals.
Second term. Excellent oi*der, instruction thorough, teacher tri-
ed in the '• furnace" of teaching, which gave her skill and wisdom
iu management. She proved a profitable laborer in this education-
al '• vineyard," frowning down the turbulent, encouraging the wil-
ling and obedient successfully to the close. I can safely recommend
her as a profitable teacher for any school. Fine progress ; register
imperfect.
NO. 13. EMERY ROAD.
First term. Very small school ; teacher well "' booked up," a
fine schoar, but too much in love with a " good time," for tlie dig-
nity of a ruler in the school kingdom. Age and practice will fit
her for a good teacher. Order deficient
;
progress fair ; register
correct. 32 tardinesses, 10 dismissals.
Second term. Order good ; scholars Avell classed, well disposed,
and easily governed. I Avas unable to visit the school at the ter-
mination. Teacher reports, " some of the scholars have not been
as punctual in their attendance as desirable, consequently losing
some of their interest. Parents are not aware how much their chil-
dren lose in being often absent from school, or if they are, arc very
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